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on the sensitive heart beneath an er girl's tough exterior 

1 ; ; • 

hi-

^the • song says, 
=-it.--.s " t h e " w a y 

she walks, the way 
she . t a l k s " tha" t 
makes Joanria Lum-
ley Stick out, and up, 
like a dandelion in a 
patch of dock leaves. 

I've known Ler for 
years, in the vague sort 
of- way you nod: towards 
the parents of y o u r 
children's friends, but it 
wasn't- until I humped 
into her in the school 

-Playground that I came 
to have any particular 
impression of her. 

And wHat an impres-
fiion. ; . 

T h e r e w a s L u m l e y , a t a n n e d , 
t i n t e d a n d towei- ing baseba l l 
p l a y e r , s o c k s s t r i p e d to t h e 
k n e e s , p e a k e d c a p p e r c h e d o n 
t h e ^ b a c k of t h e h e a d , r u n n i n g 
s h o e s t h a t m a t c h e d a n u m ­
b e r e d sweat-shirt . , a n d • • • 
we l l . n e e d . I g o o n ? 

" O h dear . D i d y o u h a t e m e 
t e r r i b l y ? If:; too , t o o bad ," 
s h e r e m o r s e d a f e w d a y s a g o . 

v : : Sympathy 
' ' N o w o n d e r s o m e of t h e 

m o t l i e r s w o u l d n ' t t a l k to m e . 
I . c o u l d s e e t h e m l o o k i n g a t 
m e : a n d t h i n k i n g • W e k n o w 
iier. s o r t ' a n d t h e n t u r n i n g 
a w a y . " . . •. 
: . T h e y ".did n o t , of course , 

k n o w h e r . sort , a n d n e i t h e r d id 

. . I n s i d e . e v e r y e x t r o v e r t t h e r e 
Is, i t s e e m s , a wa i f s o b b i n g to 

. g e t o u t a n d be l iked . B u t if 
y o u ' j e i a o n e p a r e n t f a m i l y 
\vK"3 c o n t i n u a l l y s e e m s to find 

- h e r - n a m e i n g o s s i p c o l u m n s 
• s j n n p a t h y -is . n o t a l w a y s 

o f f ered t o . you- i n t h e a b u n d r 
. . a n c e - y o u m i g h t des ire . ; . 

E v e r y o n e a l w a y s t h o u g h t I 
•was s o rici i a n d so lucky . B u t 
•when J a m e s wais v e r y s m a l l 
I w a s w r e t c h e d h a l f t h e t i m e . 
I "was j u s t s o l o n e l y . . J u s t 

• Jamef f and.- m e , " s h e sa id . 
• .-."-And w h e n , X v;as w o r k i n g 

.. i n ; , t h e - t h e a t r e .1 w a s so des -
: p e r a t e l v u n h a p p y w h e n h e 

w o u l d -.turn-, to m e a n d s a y 
' -D o n ' t g o o u t t o n i g h t , 
m u m m y . ' B u t ; ! n e e d e d t h a t 
£ 4 5 a w e e k I w a s g e t t i n g i n 
t h e W e s t EQd. 

- . T h a t • w a s ^ - f ive y e a r s a g o . 
A n d n o w a l l - : . o f . a ! s u d d e n 
J o a n n a L u n i l e v Is f a m o u s a n d 
a b i t -bet ter off. a n d h e r e a m 
I . . k n o c k i n g o n her- door a n d 
• t e l l i i i g h e r h o w w b h d e r f u r s h e 
Is'• a s • P i i r d e y i n " T h e N e w 

think of myself 

say;:lm 

By Ray Connolly 
A v e n g e r s , " l e g s a n d al l , a n d 
h a n g i n g o n to her every word 

. e v e n t h e dirty o n e s ; i n 
• f ac t , e s p e c i a l l y t h e dirty 

o n e s . . , 
S h e i s 30, a n d Is t h e 

daughter - of a re t i red m a i o r 
i n t h e G u r k h a s , w h o h e l p e d 

'. OnJe W i n g a t e w i n t h e w a r i n 
B u r m a . : 

S h e w a s born In K a s h m i r 
a n d - then ' , b r o u g h t u p ' i n a 
s u c c e s s i o n of̂ ; Par E a s t e r n 
B r i t i s h ' A r m y , b u n g a l o w s 
before h e r p a r e n t s e v e n t u a l l y 
d e c i d e d t o p o s t h e r to a n 
A n g l i c a n c o n v e n t n e a r H a s t -

. i n g s . , . • - . 
As a g i l i s h e w a s ta l l a n d 

s p o t t y , so o f . c o u r s e s h e w e n t 
t o L u c i e C lay ton ' s to l e a j n Xo 
tje a mode l . A n d for s o m e 

/ r e a s o n s ; w h i c h s h e pro fe s se s 
n o t to u n d e r s t a n d , s i n c e s h e 
t h i n k s s h e looked e x a c t l y l ike 
e v e r y o t h e r g ir l i n m o d e l l i n g 
a t t h a t t i m e , s h e very qu ick ly 
b e c a m e v e r y succes s fu l . >. 

T h e n , w h e n s h e w a s 21 a n d 
u n m a r r i e d , J a m e s L u m l e y w a s 
born . A n d . t h a t had' a very 
c h a s t e n i n g ' e f fect upon" her . 
" I ' d n e v e r c a r e d a t al l a b o u t 
a l l t h e rhonisy I'd e a r n e d . B u t 
f r o m t h e n o n I h a d to t h i n k 
a b o u t a career to s u p p o r t t h e 
t w o of us ," s h e said. . 

: S h e c h o s e poss ib ly t h e m o s t 
p r e c a r i o u s c a r e e r in the wor ld 
a n d t o o k to t h e boards: B u t 
be fore a n y o n e c o u l d s a y 
" dar l ing , y o u were w o n d e r ­
ful ," s h e w a s , s h e s a y s , " a 
c a t a s t r o p h i c fa i lure ." 

H e r fa i lures were, i n fac t , 
l e g i o n . A t the" e n d of- t h e 
's ixt ies s h e g o t h e r first' b ig 
s t a r r i n g p a r t ' i h a film ca l l ed 
" T h e Breafc'mg of B u m b o . " 
b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y it w a s n e v e r 
re leased . • N e i t h e r • w a s h e r 
s e c o n d f i lm?. •" Tarn L i n . " 

. H e r i n e x t . f i lm w a s . s h o w n . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y . I t was'- 'cal led 

" T h e G a m e s P e o p l e P lay ," 
cos t bareiy a n y t h i n g to m a k e 
( c o m p a r a t i v e l y ) a n d m a d e a 
s m a l l f o r t u n e for- i t s b a c k e r s 
by p l a y i n g a t a l l t h o s e s m a l l 
c i n e m a s . w h i c h spec ia l i s e i n 
kn ieker doffing. 

" I t h o u g h t i t w a s . g o i n g t o 
be a br ight l i t t l e c o m e d y . . , 
but i t t u r n e d i n t o a dreary, 
foul , d e s p e r a t e , • u n f u n n y , d i s ­
mal- , film. I t w a s to ta l ly u n -
erot ic . I don' t t h i n k t h a t b e i n g 
n a k e d i s very f u n n y ^ a t a i l : 
i n s t e a d of c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n . 
t h e film,, p e o p l e are l o o k i n g a t 
y o u r h ipp ies a n d s a y i n g to 
t h e m s e l v e s , ' Oh , look, s h e ' s 
got' n o chest . ' 

' I -remember t h e veiry first 
d a y I s t a r t e d s h o o t i n g I h a d 
to ge t o u t of bed s tark n a k e d , 
a n d s o m e poor w r e t c h e d m a n 
w h o w a s equal ly s tarkers h a d 
t o g e t o u t t h e o t h e r s ide . 

Sensible 
" I k n e w t h e n I s h o u l d 

n e v e r n a v e a g r e e d to do it, 
but everybody kept c o m i n g up 
t o m e a n d s a y i n g ' C o m e o n 
darl in ' . I t ' s n o t h i n ' . : We've aU 
g o t bodies , h a v e n ' t w e ? ' B a t 
t h e y h a d n ' t all; . g o t . m y 
body ." . ' 

1 t h i n k I v e n t u r e d t o s u g ­
g e s t at, t h i s p o i n t t h a t . l w a s 
s u r e thi i t h e r body i w a s n o 
d o u b t ; a , t h i n g . o f g r e a t 
a d m i r a t i o n , w h e r e u p o n s h e 
c h e e r e d u p a n d s a i d s o m e ­
t h i n g l ike go l ly or g o s h , h o w 
e x c i t i n g : - — 

" I a l w a y s t h i n k of myse l f , 
a s be ing Jolly sens ib le , t h e : 
s o r t of p e r s o n w h o c a n c l in ib 
t r e e s a n d be k i n d to a s ick 
dog , a n d I 'm dazz led tc t h e 
p o i n t of g o i n g red if peop.ie 
t h i n k I ' m sexy . I t ' s a sor t of 
n a u g h t y a r e a t h a t m a k e s m y 
h e a r t g o p i t ter -pat ter ." 

B y • t h e t i m e " T h e N e w 

A v e n g e r s " c a m e a l o n g a t t h e 
b e g i n n i n g of t h i s year- s o 
ab.lect s e e m e d J o a n n a ' s career 
prospec t s t h a t t h e a g e n t s s h e 
h a d t h e n d idn' t e v e n cons ider 
i t wor th h e r whi l e go ing u p 
for t h e part . 

" B u t , w h e n I h e a r d ' t h a t 
four- foot - three m i d g e t s w h o 
s p o k e on ly P o l i s h were g o i n g 
u p , I t h o u g h t , ' W e l l , t h e y 
c o u l d a t l ea s t s ee m e '." 

T h e resul t w a s t h e c r e a t i o n 
of P u r d e y , ' t h e weekly te lev i ­
s ion f a n t a s y w o m a n w h o is n o t 
bat t ery operated . . . n o t h i n g 
b ion ic cou ld h a v e l e g s t h a t 
l o n g t h a t cou ld kick so h i g h . 

A n d if " T h e N e w A v e n g e r s " 
b e c o m e s a n export i t e m , s h e 
s h o u l d ^before very l o n g h a v e 
r e p a i d m o s t of h e r overdraf t . 

N o t t h a t l i fe w a s to ta l ly 
m i s e r a b l e for h e r before " T h e 
N e w A v e n g e r s . " I n h e r m i d -
t w e n t i e s J o a n n a w a s m a r r i e d 
( a n d t h e n very quickly u n ­
m a r r i e d ) , ' a n d s h e h a s b e e n 
k n o w n to spoon w i t h o n e or 
t w o e x c e e d i n g l y e l ig ible lads . 

S h e l i ve s in a large flat in 
H o l l a n d Park , w h i c h s h e 
s h a r e s w i t h a n a c t r e s s fr iend. 

Prefers 
I t ' s .a n i c e , h o n i e l y , r o o m y 

p lace , fu l l of h e r o w n picture,? 
of J a m e s , n o w a g e d n i n e arid 
n o l o n g e r . a t oi ir l o c a l 
pr i inary s c h o o l b u t b e i n g 
g r o o m e d a t a prep s c h o o l a t 
Harrow-on- the -Hi l l , a n d of 
her . c u r r e n t boy fr i end , actor 
M i c h a e l K i t c h e n . . 

T h e bes t t h i n g a b o u t Joanr ia 
L u m l e y s e e m s t o be t h a t s h e ' s 
s m a s h i n g c o m p a n y . I ' m e a n 
s h e w o r k s t o k e e p y o u e n t e r ­
t a i n e d w h e n y o u tialk t o her . 

S h e te l l s .you a b o u t t h e B o o k 
of C o m m o n P r a y e r w h i c h s h e 
k e e p s b y h e r b e d a l o n g s i d e 
R i c h m a l C r o m p t o n ' s " J u s t 
W i l l i a m " ; a b o u t h e r early , 
c o l l e c t i o n of D i c k e n s ; a b o u t 
h o w s h e pre fer s s t o c k i n g s a n d 
s u s p e n d e r s t o v t i g h t s ; a n d 
a b o u t h o w h e r miouth drops 
o p e n w h e n s h e r e a d s a b o u t 
s t a r s w h o . h a v e t a k e n t i m e 
off t o " find Out w h e r e they 're 
a t ." V . .y' • ••• ' • • 

". W h a t c a n t h 6 y , m e a n ? " , 
shfe a s k s . " I 've a l w a y s knowri 
p r e c i s e l y w h e r e I ' m a t . I'rh 
h e r e . . . a n d I've a l w a y s b e e h 
h e r e . " v , . • ' • \ 

By Judith Simons 

WHEN Barbara Dickson 
first mafie her name— 
two years ago, singing 
Beatles' -- songs at the 
p i a n o in the show 
"John, Paul, George, 
Ringo . . . and .Bert"-— 
she was plump and 

f r u m p i s h with long 
straight hair and glasses. 

Today—girls of similar 
description take Iheart ':— 
at theage of 29 Barbara 
has changed into a chic 
swinger. And she has sur­
prised herself how; 

" E v e r y o n e a s k s m e h o w I : 
l o s t so m u c h w e i g h t . B u t i n 
f a c t I h a v e n ' t . I t ' s i l lusory . 

" W h a t I d i d w a s c h a n g e to 

Barbara Dickson . . . ' 7 4 frump, '76 style 

c o n t a c t l e n s e s , g e t m y h a i r 
c u t s h o r t a n d p e r m e d , a n d 
t a k e s o m e e x p e r t a d v i c e o n • 
m a k e - u p , o n h o w to s h a d e m y 
f a c e ; a n d br ing : o u t t h e bes t 
i n m y e y e s . -

" T h e bas i s of t h e c h a n g e 
i s t h a t s u c c e s s h a s g i v e n m e 
c o n f i d e n c e t o - b e m o r e s t y l i s h . 
U n t i l r ecen t ly , t h r o u g h l a c k 
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of se l f - conf idence , I t o l d 
m y s e l f c l o t h e s d i d n ' t matter.". 

S h e s m o o t h e d h e r w e l l - c u t 
w o o l l e n skirt , a n d c o n f e s s e d : 
" N a t u r a l t h r i f t h a s s o m e t h i n g 
t o d o w i t h it , t o o . E v e n n o w 
I don' t l ike t o b u y a n y t h i n g 
1 c a n ' t jus t i fy ." 

T h e w a y t h i n g s a r e g o i n g 
for her , B a i b a r a , f r o m D u n ­
f e r m l i n e , S c o t l a n d , c a n w e l l 
j u s t i f y a h i g h b u d g e t f o r h e r 
wardrobe . 

S h e i s f e a t u r e d o n t h e 
record " Eyi ta ," t h e n e w rock 
opera" b y T i m R i c e a n d 
A n d r e w L l o y d W e b b e r , i n t h e 
r o l e of a 16-year-o ia m i s t r e s s 
of J u a n P e r o n d i s p l a c e d by 
t h e a m b i t i o u s E v a . 
L S h e s i n g s i n t h e f o r t h c o m ­
i n g c a r t o o n of " W a t e r s h i p 
D o w n . " A n d , f o l l o w i n g o n h e r 
r e g u l a r s p o t o n t h e " T w o 
R o n n i e s " T V ser ies , s h e h a s 
n o w m o r e t e l e v i s i o n s h o w s , 
w i l l m a k e h e r L o n d o n 
P a l l a d i u m d e b u t n e x t w e e k 
s u p p o r t i n g D a v i d E s s e x , a n d 
i n J a n u a r y g o e s t o t h e U . S . 
to m a k e a record a l b u m . 

F o r a gir l s i n g e r t o e m e r g e 
i n t o . t h e s t a r s t r a t a a t 
Barbara ' s a g e i s s t i l l a rare 
o c c u r r e n c e . 

" I h o p e i t i n d i c a t e s t h e 
e n d of t h a t s y n d r o m e , t h a t 
y o u m u s t be ,17 w i t h b l u e 
eyes , or n o o n e w a n t s t o 
k n o w , " s h e sa id . 

" I : h a v e a l so l e a r n e d i n d e ­
p e n d e n c e . 

Full-time 
" Cei-tainly, I c a n n o w f u n c ­

t i o n ar t i s t i ca l ly o n m y o w n . 
B u t I do h a v e a m a l e t o t a k e 
care of t h e bus ines s s i d e — 
B e m a r d T h e o b a l d — w h o h a s 
m a n a g e d m e for t h e p a s t five 
years . 

" N o — h e ' s n o t m y boy 
fr iend," s h e t o l d m e quickly . 
M y boy f r i e n d i s a m u s i c i a n . 
" 'We don' t l i ve t o g e t h e r . 1 l i ve 
o n m y o w n in a t w o - r o o m flat 
a t t h e t a t t y end of Che l sea . 
A n d I h a v e n o t h o u g h t s o n 
marr iage ." 

S h e r e t u r n e d t o t h e sa fer 
s u b j e c t of h e r career—ffrom 
t h e p o i n t , e i g h t y e a r s a g o , 
w h e n s h e g a v e ui) h e r 
M i n i s t r y of D e f e n c e j o b t o 
b e c o m e a f u l l - t i m e f o lk 
s i n g e r . -

" I h a d b e e n a Civi l 
S e r v a n t for f o u r y e a r s . I 
w o u l d h a v e l e f t s o o n e r , bu t I 
w a s worr ied a b o u t t h e m o n e y 
coming' i n . 

" T h e n Wil l ie Russe l l , w h o m 
I knew, h a p p e n e d to t h i n k 
of m c w h e n h e w a s p l a n n i n g 
t h e Liverpool p r o d u c t i o n of 
h i s B e a t l e s p lay . 

" B u t e v e n d u r i n g t h e r u n 
i n • L o n d o n I st i l l n e e d e d t o 
be as sured . I would n o t be 
le f t w i t h n o t h i n g w h e n t h e 
s h o w e n d e d . I w a s careful to 
keep i ip m y c o n t a c t s in t h e 
fo lk c lubs ." 
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Joanna Lumley,. .smashing company whoworks hard to keep you entertained 
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