il

‘AS :the: song : says,

it “the way
-she walks,. ‘the ‘way.
‘she talks~ that

© i makes Joanna Lum-
-1 ley stiek out, and up,
. like a dandehon in a
I pateh of dock leaves.

I've Xxnown ler for
- years, in the vague sort
-of way you noc towards,
the parents of your
children’s friends, but it
wasn’t - until I humped
into her in the school
plavground that I came
to” have any particular
“Impression of her.-

ez .. And what an impres-
< sion. .
12 There was Lumley, a tanned
. .- tinted and towering basebalil
: Eiayel, socks striped. to the
nees, peaked cap perched on
the.back of the head, running
shoeg that matehed a num-
bered sweat-shirt, ang.
weil, need I go on ?
- 0Oh dear. Did you hate me
terribly 2 - It’s too, too bad,”
she remorsed a few days ago.

Sympathy

*No' wonder some of the
. mothers wouldn't talk to me.
"I could see them looking ar
mme. and . thinking * We kniow
her sort’ and then ‘turning
away.” . . Coe

P They ~ "dia not, of course,
P :}[\.now her. sort. and neither did

Bl

»,
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v
[

<
g

.y - .- Inside every ‘éxtrovert there .
=3 -7 3, it seems, & wail sobbing to -

. .get-out and be liked, But if

:youre! a .one parent family

Why continyally seems to find

. -her.name: m -gossip columns

--sympathy -is | not. .

- offered fo. Vou‘ in the abund-
_ancﬂ you -might desire. .

o

tvas S0 rich and so lneky. But

when® James was very small

. L wag wretched half the time.

s I was .just so lonely. . Just
© James anéd:-me,” she .sald

-*And. when I was working
An:the: theatre 1 was so des-
perately unhappy - when he .
would furn; to me and sa
*Don't Ba out tonight,
anummy.” But: T needed that
£45 a weak I was getting m
the Wesi End.”

‘That® was* five. “years -ago.
- And now  all: of  a! sudden
Joanna Luimley ‘is famous and
" bib better off. and here am

£ telhng' her hHow wonderful she
= 1§ as Purdey Jn “ The NeW

always.

- eryone always thought I -

w T kriocking on- her door and

By Judith Simons

“WHEN Barbara Dickson

first- ‘made her name— - ' :

two years ago,-
Beatles - songs
piano in  the show
“John, Paul, George,
Ringo . . . and Bert "—
she - was ~plump
frumpish with Ilong
straight hair and glasses.
Today—girls of similar

singing

description take Mheart i— .

at the age of 29 Barbara
has changed Inte a c¢hic

swinger. And she has sur-

prised herself how:

“Evervone asks me how 1

tost s0 mufh weight. But in
fact I haven't. It's 1llusory.
- Wha.t I did was change to

.at - the -

~and.

°I thmk of myself
as wﬂy smmble

ﬁ people

say I’

%exy E’m dazzled‘g

By Ray 'C’On nol I:y

Avengers,;? legs and all, ‘and
hanging-on to her every. word
. . even the dirty ones; in

“facy, -especlially the dirty
ones. - R :
She is 30, . ang Is the

daughter of & .retived major
in the ~Gurkhas. who helped
© Onde ngat.e win the war 111
Burma. - -

She was born in Kashmir
and . then’ brought up -in a
succession’ ofs: Far Eastern
British Army . bungatows
before her parents. eventually
decided to- post her to zn
Anglican convent niear Hast-
. ings.

As a girl she was ta]l and
spotty, so.of .course she wens
to Lucie Clayton’s to learn to
pe a model.. And for some

s reasons . which sheé. professes
‘not to understand, since she
thinks she looked exactly like
every other girl in modelling
at that time, she very quickly
became very” successful. -

Then, when she was 21 and
unmarried, James Lumley was
born. And. that had a very
chastening” effect upon her.
* I'd never.cared at all about
all the money I'd earhed. But
from then on I had to think
‘about a career to support the
two of us” she said.

. She.chese possibly the mast
preécarious career in the world

aehd took to the boards. But
before 'anyone could say
“ darling, you were wonder-
.ful,” she was, she says, “a
catastrophic fal]ule.” ’

Her failures were. in. fal:t.
-legion, At theé <nd of- the

'sixties she pgot her first bjg
starring part in a filln calle
“The Breaking o¢f Bumbo.”
but unfortungtelv it was never
relegsed. . Neither - was
secohd film:, < Tam Lin.”
Her. next. film was  shown.
Unfortunately

contact len';es,
cut short and permed, and

take . some expert advice om-
make-up, on how to shade my-

face and bring. uut t.he Lest
. in my eyes. :

o The' basis of the change
is that success has given me
-econfidence to--be more stylish.
Until recently,

. mal: film,

_admiration,

her -

It Wa.s called _

get my . halr .

through lack .
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We can promise that yourwashroom ne-ed never again belet
down by a dirty towel. The unique Visiomatic towel cabinet

We can promise you mmact.late[y launderzd overalls and a
" smarter image from the biggesi range of Polyester Cctr.on

Maost |mporlam of all we can promise you Iower costs with

an all-in rental package which can include towels, workwear,
" dirt-barrier mats, soap dispensers, < airfresheners and

cleaning mops. The more you re'nfrcm us, the better the deal
we give you. Try us.

Ourlocal numberisin your 'phone
bool\,orcomautheaddressbelow.)

Sprmg Grave Services Ltd.,
Rcadmg Rd Henlcy Dn-ThamBs, RGYS TEP

“The Games Feople Play,”
coat barely anything to make
(comnparativelyy angd. made a
small. fortune -for its- backers

" by playing at all those small

cinemas which specialise in
knicker doffing.

“I thougit it was going to
be a bright little comedy...
but. it turned into a dreary,
foul, desperate, unfunny, dis-
It was totally :un-
erotic. I don’t think that being.
naked is very funny-at ail:

instead- of - concentrating on.

the film. peopie are loocking at-
your mpp]es and saying 6o
themselves, * Oh,” look she's
got no chest

‘I remember I:he very .first
day I started shooting I had
to get out of bed stark naked,

and some poor wretched man .

who was equally starkers had
to get out the other- side,

* Sensible:

“T knew then I should
never pave agreed to do 1,
but everybody kept commg up
to me and saying ' Come on
darlin’, It’s nothin’!, We've all

gob .bodies, haven't we ?* Bui
they hadn't  all’ got “«my
body.”

1 think I vemured 1o sug-
gest at. this point that 1 was
sure thdt. her body .was no
doubt " a. thing .of great
whereupon she
cheered up -and said- some-
thing like gollv or gosh, how
exciting

“1 always think of myself
as being jolly sensible, the’
sort of pérson who can clinib

-trees-and be kind to a sick

dog, and I'm dazzled t6 the
point of going red if peopie
think I'm sexy. It’'s a sort of
naughty &rea that makes my
heart go pitter-patter.” -

By the timg “The New -

Barbara chkson s '74 frump, '76 sty[e

of : selt‘—conﬁdence, I - told
myself ‘clothes dido’t matter.”.
She smoothed her well-cut

woollen skirt, and confessed : .

* Natural thnft has something
‘to do with ii, too. Even now
1 dont like. to buy’ anythmg

I cam’t justify.”

- 'The wzay things aré going
i‘or her, Barbara, from Dun-
fermhne, Scotland, can well
justify a high budget for her
wardrobe.

She- is -featured om the
record ¢ Evita'. the new rock
opera’ by Tim Rice and
Angdrew Lloyd Webber, in the
role of a 16-year-old misiress
‘of Juan Peron: displaced by
the ' ambitious Eva.

She sings in the forthcom-
ing cartoon . of. * Watership
‘Down.” And, following on her
‘regular sth con’ the “Two
Ronnies ” TV series; she has

will make Her :London
Palladipm debut- next ‘week
summrtmw David Essex, and
in Januarv goes. to  the T.S.
to_make -a record album,

For a girl singer to emerge
into = the. star v strata at
Barbara’s age fs still a rare
occurrence. .

“T hope it iudicates the’
cnd of that syndrome. that
yon must’ be 17 with blue
cyes, ‘or- mo one want‘; to
know,” she said.

“1 have also learned inde-
pendence.

Full-time

" Certainly, I can now func-

tion artistically on my own.
But I do have a male to take
care of ihe business side—
Bernard Theobald—who has
managed me for the past five
years. .

“MNe—he's . not my © boy
friend,” she told me quickly.
My boy friend is a musician.
“We don’t live together, I live
on my own in.a two-room flat
at the tatty end of Chelsca.
And I have no thoughts mn
marriage.”’

She returned {o the safer
subject of her career—from
the moint, ‘eight vears ago,
when she ‘gave wup her
Ministry of Defence job to

become a full-time folk
singer. - -
“I had be¢en . a Civil

Servant for four years, I
would have left sooner, but I
_was worried about the money
coming in.

“Then Willie Russell, whom
I knew, happened to  think
of me when he was planning
the Liverpool productinn of
his Beatles play.

“But even during the run
in ‘London 1 siif needed to
be assured. I would not he
left with nothing when the
show cended. I was careful to
keep up my contacts in the

folk clubs”

" collection 'of Diékens ;

. about how her mouth drops .
" open when she reads about

Avengers” came along af, the
beginning of this year' so
abject seemed Joanna's career
prospecls that the agents she-
had then didn’t even consider
it worth her .while going up
for the part.

‘But, when I heard "that
four-{oot,—three midgets who
spoke aonly Polish were going
up, 1 thought, ''Well, they
could at ieast see me '’

The result was the creation
of Purdey,” the weekly televi-
sicn fantasy woman-who is not
battery operated . . .-nothing
bionic could have  legs that
long that could kick so high.

And if “ The New Avengers ”
becomes an’ export item, she
should “hefore very long have
repaid ‘most of her overdraft.

Not that life was totally
miserable for her before “ The
WNew Avengers” In her mid-
twenties Joznna was married
(and then very quickly un-
married), 'and she has been
known to spoon with one or
two exceedingly eligible lads.
- She lives in a large flat in
Holland  Park, which she
shares with an actress friend.

Prefers

It's & ‘nice;, homely, 100m3f_
place, full of her own pictures
of James, now aged nine angd -
no.  longer . al ‘our local
primary  school but’. heing
groomed at a prep school at
Harrow-on-the-Hill, * and of
her. current hoy fnend actor
Michael Kitchen. ..

The best thing about Joanna
Lumley seems to -be that she's -
smashing company.. 1 mean
she works.to keep’ you - enter-
tained when you talk to her.

She tells you about the Book
of Common Prayer which she
keeps ‘by her bed alongside
Richmal Crompton’s * Just
William " ; about her early .
about
how she prefers stockings and
suspenders to - tights ; and

stars  who. have taken time
o%’f to * ﬁnd out Wwhere they T
a

“ Wha.t. can” thev mean?".
she asks:. " T've always known .-
precisely where T'm . at. I'th.™
here . .. and I’ve always been.
here.”: .

now more television .shows,'

T Semaiey U] 1V e T

Post now for Christmas~a Letts Shm Dlary
- makes an inexpensive, easy-to- send present.
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. Put himon the right ines.
With a Letts Slim Diary he’s got Inter-City

snd London Underground maps.

Train timetables or reservations? .
He's got mainline station phone numbers
at his ﬁngertlps n h1$ Letts SlJ.m. Diary,

. ﬁ 5 w'..




